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Miho no Matsubara has featured in a number of paintings ever since the Muromachi period (1336-1573), but little is known about how and when the trees there
were planted and managed.

From now on, health reports for each and every tree will be made, and they will all be individually managed.
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The Hagoromo Pine stands at the end of a pine tree-lined boardwalk
called the “Path of the Kami,” which stretches from Miho Shrine
south to the seacoast. The kami (Shinto spirits) that come to land
from the sea use the Hagoromo Pine as their landmark for descent,

following the Path of the Kami to Miho Shrine.

The current Hagoromo Pine is the third iteration, and is estimated
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to be 200 years old. )
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The stump from the second Hagoromo Pine is on the premises of Haguruma Shrine. Believed to be 650 years old, due to
failing health its status as the Hagoromo Pine was transferred in Oct. 2010, and it was cut down in July 2013. Since the Meiji
period (1868-1912), it was used on a number of picture postcards as a famous sightseeing spot. Famed novelist Yukio Mishima
described the failing health of the second Hagoromo Pine in his novel “The Decay of the Angel” (1970).

Various accounts exist of what happened to the first Hagoromo Pine, which was on a cape much closer to the sea than it is now.

Some say that it was swallowed by waves, others that it sank into the ground following an earthquake.
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The dragon-shaped pine when it still Stood Approx. 70,000 pine trees once stood in Takata Matsubara, a pine grove in

A conspicuously large stump located along the Path of the Kami,

the Dragon-shaped DigRN - il in Oct. 2015 after its Rikuzentakata city, Iwate prefecture. On March 11, 2011, however, the tsunami

: from the Tohoku earthquake wiped them out. The sole pine tree that miraculously
trunk split.

There are a number of old pines with zigzagging trunks and survived the disaster is called "The Miracle Pine"

branches located near the Flagoromo Pine and Pth of the Kami. Seeds gathered from pine trees before the disaster are being cultivated at Takata

This treewas calledshe- DA A-shaped Pine™ as it resembled Matsubara. This "Takata Pine" variety was planted in Shimizu Miho Seaside Park

3 b climbing towitd.MefEuii@hd was much loved as a in February 2018. Its presence makes us newly aware of the pine grove's role in

protecting lives, and the importance of passing it on to future generations.
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Nearly all the 30,000 pines growing at Miho no Matsubara are Japanese black pines (Pinus thunbergii), with only a few being A needles sharp soft
Japanese red pines '(Pz';'ms densiflora). Although black and.red p'incs are c.lifferent species, they have been known to cross, and it is % 2T i;, ;’}iT - ;’,‘J . % . E[jif{_{ 3 »
presumed the hybrid pine, a cross between black and red pines, lives at Miho no Matsubara. seas1de mountain
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